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Academic Internationalisation in Japan
LARATTA, Rosario. MPA, MSO, PhD

Graduate School of Governance Studie
Meiji University, Tokyo
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Before his current appointment at Meiji University, he
held a post as Japan Society for the Promotion of
Science Fellow at the University of Tokyo and a
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lectureship position at the International Christian
University. He earned an MA and PhD in sociology
from Warwick University (United Kingdom), an MA in
public administration from Bocconi University (Italy)
and a BA in economics and social sciences from
Calabria University (Italy). He is the author of two
books and more than thirty peer-reviewed papers on
leading international journals such as the Cambridge
Journal of Social Policy and Society, the Interna-
tional Journal of Sociology and Social Policy, the
International Journal of Social Welfare, and the In-
ternational Journal of Civil Society Law. He is a
member of a humber of academic associations on
nonprofit organizations, social welfare and public
administration in Italy, UK and Japan.

Universities in a number of Asian countries are

being urged, essentially for fiscal reasons, to
adopt a more Western academic ethos, a trend
which may be seen in the international promo-
tion of their programmes but which is likely to
achieve little more than a boost to their aspira-
tions as global players without a fundamental
change in outlook. In Japan, particularly, where
there has always been a marked preference for
indigenous rather than imported models of
higher education compared to other Asian na-
tions (Nakayama, 1989)°, resistance to new
ideas is making this process a slow one.
Another reason for this inertia relates to the tra-
ditional Japanese facility for borrowing ideas
from abroad and adapting them to meet do-
mestic needs, which is turned on its head in this
scenario because the process of internationali-
sation in higher education requires the ability to
modify home-grown structures and practices to
meet international requirements. So, what does
the future hold for academic internationalisation
in Japan?

Whether as a student, researcher or faculty
member, my motivation for travelling to different
countries has always been the desire to seek a
better education, more attractive research en-
vironments and first-class intellectual affiliations
in time-honoured indigenous cultures as op-
posed to —standardizs
mopolitan vision, this striving for new knowledge
while promoting mutual understanding among
people who have been raised and educated in

* Nakayama, Shigeru( 1 98 9) .
ernimpactson Japanese higher
& Viswanathan Selvaratham (Eds.), From dependence to auto
omy: The development of Asian universitizsrdrecht: Kluwer
Academic Publishers.
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different cultures is shared among students and
researchers everywhere, as | believe it could be,
then the internationalisation of universities
would be better understood as an historical
achievement in world history which no country
could resist.

To understand what internationalisation is in
the context of higher education, | believe we

should distinguish between the terms, age _
of internationalisation’ a n dintemational vi-
sion’ The first of t hese

more as a normative perspective for viewing the
potentialities and necessities that students, re-
searchers and faculty members have or face
these days than as an objective characterization
of the age itself as often depicted on university
websites. On the other hand, the international
vision may be considered from an academic
perspective as the driving force that dictates the
direction which both national and foreign stu-
dents, researchers, and faculty members could
rationally take to operate in a cosmopolitan en-
vironment, if they are not deterred by infra-
structural or administrative barriers, or even
personal attitudes of the students themselves.

During my last five years in Tokyo, | have
observed the Japanese academic community
from three different perspectives: first, as an
international student; then, as a foreign post-
doctoral researcher; and currently, as a faculty
member. Based on those years of observation,
if someone were to ask me whether the aca-
demic community | currently inhabit is interna-
tionalised, my answer would be a resounding no,
even though we live in an age of academic in-
ternationalisation. The reason for this is that, in
my opinion, the Japanese academic community
often erect barriers against it, preventing the
process from occurring. In the next part of this
article 1 will give a few examples of these bar-
riers and make some suggestions for im-
provement.

d 1V EPIVAIPIIAionPOIeY, 1y | s | oo
Japanese univérsities have not yet imple-

mented a solid administration policy to support
equally the needs of national and foreign stu-
dents and academics. One of the areas where
this lack of support is most noticeable is that of

fil ndepentencdepanese language assistarce for foreign stu-
educaddn@ghd atdderfliés. | Adminitratiorl stAfP &th

Japanese universities usually do not speak
English and written communications are inva-
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riably in Japanese. As a result, foreigners have
to seek help from Japanese friends or col-
leagues who may or may not be immediately
available, and this often leads to delayed res-
ponses or misunderstandings at best. For in-
stance, e-mails in Japanese sent to foreign
students and academics by their secretariats
sometimes relate to possible funding sources.
By the time the recipients realize they can apply,
the deadline has often passed. To be consi-
dered as internationalised, universities should
have one or two permanent administrative staff
who are trained and can communicate fluently
in English in each department.

Working Conditions & Foreign Stereotypes
Another barrier consists in the way foreigners
are contracted to conduct teaching or research
activities by Japanese universities. For example,
it is almost impossible for foreign scholars to get
tenure track employment in Japan. This cer-
tainly discourages good professors from coming
to teach in this country from abroad. At the
same time, the standard 3 to 4 year contract
makes it impossible for foreign professors to
make any long term plans for themselves and
their families. An internationalised university
should be able to reward foreign academics
with first-class working conditions. On the same
theme, | found it rather strange that newly em-
ployed foreign academics are not notified of
their salary level till they start teaching in Japan,
which can result in some unpleasant surprises!

Many Japanese academics tend to have a
stereotypical attitude towards foreigners. For
example, they are considered incapable of
working at the same pace as the Japanese or to
need considerably more leisure time. As a result,
the Japanese tend to avoid sharing administra-
tive or academic tasks with foreign colleagues
even when they may need the help. This can
have two adverse effects: a) it can promote a
feeling of isolation or lack of involvement among
foreign scholars; b) it can encourage unethical
work practices from certain foreign scholars
who pretend not to speak Japanese or feign
ignorance about the Japanese culture in order
to escape from administrative and/or academic
tasks.

Student Attitudes

| recognised the other barrier at student level.
Usually, Japanese students are reluctant to
communicate with their overseas counterparts.

10
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This is often no more than a lack of confidence
in their ability to speak English accompanied by
an awareness that most foreigners do not un-
derstand Japanese. Consequently, Japanese
students tend to create their own circles which
are difficult for foreigners to enter. This unwil-
lingness to communicate also presents a prob-
lem for foreign academics in Japan in that many
professors spend entire seminars listening to
the sound of their own voices because Japa-
nese students do not want to ask questions.
This, in my opinion, represents two types of
barrier - one real and the other artificial. The
real one stems from the fact that many Japa-
nese students have not studied English abroad
and so have only a limited ability to express
themselves. However, the artificial one is their
misconception that only fluent English is ac-
ceptable. This may be attributable to their un-
willingness to lose face by making a mistake
and sounding foolish when they formulate
guestions or comments. There is another
possible reason for this parochial attitude. Jap-
anese universities are notoriously demanding in
their undergraduate selection procedures but,
once in, it is relatively easy to graduate. As a
result, many students consider that, after pass-
ing the entry examination, they are on a
four-year holiday, during which they are not re-
quired to put in too much of an effort.

To surmount these barriers will require a
considerable effort from all concerned, including
academic policy makers, faculty deans, admin-
istration heads and students alike. This will in-
volve a reappraisal of the relationship between
the universities and the Japanese business
community at large - it is common practice for
leading commercial organisations to recruit staff
not from applicants with first-class degrees but
from those graduating from particular colleges.
Secondly, Japanese universities will also have
to establish programmes to enable first year
undergraduate students to study English abroad
to proficiency level. Thirdly, universities need to
put in place as quickly as possible a stratum of
facilitators to provide general support, and spe-
cifically language assistance, not only to foreign
academic and administrative staff but also to
students from overseas.

Let me say here that | am not simply decrying
an institution that has provided me with em-
ployment, or disparaging colleagues who have
shown me encouragement and friendship. Fur-
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thermore, | feel a strong sense of gratitude to-
wards a country that has become my second
home by choice and the motherland of my
children. My intentions are benevolent and my
objectives constructive, but in order to address
a problem one must first recognise that it exists.
Certain changes need to be implemented,
however, the fundamental change needs to be
one of attitude. The way to success for Japa-
nese universities in the future lies in a whole-
hearted commitment to internationalism and a
desire to overcome the inherited influences of a
feudal, monocultural society.

TowardsaPro-soci ety Scheme

Health Care System Reform

LU, Peng PhD

Assistant research fellow of Institute of So-
ciology at Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences
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Dr Peng LU is an assistant research fellow at Insti-
tute of Sociology, Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences (CASS). He earned his Ph.D. degree in
sociology at Tsinghua University. His major interest
of research is social stratification and class analysis
in transitional society and post-communist regimes.

Health care system reform has been one of
the hottest research issues in sociology of so-
cial welfares in China since 2005, when one of
the top governmental advisory bodies in China,
Development Research Center of State Council,
issued a hard-hitting report, which concluded

t hat —China‘'s current
is basically unsuccessful Il .v-
ernment advisers, scholars and the

state-controlled media started to openly criticize
the government for failing to avert a growing
crisis in public health care. These critics and the
need to solve those problems became a cata-

heathhweakeuBiyssemowrfwe inf a
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lyst to the mushrooming sociological researches
on the Chinese medical care system reform.

This essay will be divided into three parts. In
the first part, we will introduce a brief history of
China‘s health <care
should not be regarded as merely introductory
but rat her a sort of i-
nese medical care system. The second part will
summarize two competing explanations of the
failed health care system in China and policy
diagnosis—the pro-state and pro-market camps.
The last part will propose a pro-society pers-
pective by reviewing the responses of Chinese
government and providing a brief evaluation of
the ongoing new wave of reform.

f Chi nabs
A Brief History of Chi
Reform

During the Mao Era (1949-1978)

China built a state-socialist redistribution
system based on the division of urban and rural
in the 1950s. Correspondingly, on the
health-care institutional front, a bifurcated
healthcare system, with urban and rural sub-
systems, was established in the 1950s. In the
rural areas, the health care service was based
on the —cooperative
The CMS was primarily financed by the welfare
fund of the communes (collective farming, i.e.
the members of communes themselves) without
taxation. It organized the so-cal | ed
doct or sl and health
care and provided prescription drugs to the rural
population. For the urban population, health
centers and hospitals closely associated with
the work units (danwei). Employees of danwei
and their family members could receive a rela-
tively decent level of healthcare, such as free
diagnosis and treatment, general medicines and
surgery, based on the Government Insurance
Scheme (GIS) and/or Labor Insurance Scheme
(LIS). The GIS was financed by government
budgets, mainly covering the personals with
particular ranks or status such as cadres, ser-
vicemen, disabled veterans, teachers, and col-
logue students. The LIS, which was financed by

A fortlydts curieri angd retiregd engployges, but also
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their dependants.

Though this system had a multitude of prob-
lems, it has to be recognized that it achieved
commendable accomplishments. One indicator

ref or m.
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of the improvement is the decline in the annual
death rate from about 17 per 1000 in 1952 to
6.34 per 1000 in 1980. In the mean time many
diseases were eliminated or brought under
control. Programs for hygiene and health pro-
tection were introduced. In a conference held at
Al ma Ata in 1978, t h d-
ical system as a successful model for grass-root
public health institution.

First Wave of Market-Oriented Healthcare
Reform (1978-1997)

China started its market-oriented economic
reform in 1978. These macro-economic
changes have, in turn, produced major effects
on the organizational, financial, and ideological
basis of previous health services.

In rural areas, as communes collapsed,
without its funding base, so did the cooperative
medical system. Publicly provided healthcare
became the responsibility of the local govern-
ments which, in poor regions, did not have the
financial resources from taxation to supply
adequate healthcare. The facilities and services
deteriorated. Barefoot doctors found it more
profitable to work full-time in farming or to set up
private practices outside the public-health sys-
tem. In 1997, only about 10 percent of the rural
population was covered by some form of com-
munity-financed health care, down from a peak
of 85 percent in 1975. The low-income farmers
cannot afford to pay for healthcare of the same
guality as was previously supplied under the
collectively financed CMS.

In the urban areas, however, central gov-
ernment continued to give priority to providing
for the urban population. In the meantime, gov-
ernment did sponsor some orientation reforms
on the urban health care system, because the
previous costly healthcare system could not
survive the challenges of the liberalizing eco-
nomic order. In the 1980s, Chinese government
began to freeze its subsidies to hospitals, which
forced hospitals to rely on profits from charges
on the use of high-end medical equipment and
the sale of medicine. The soared expenditure
on pensions, in turn, strengthened the tre-
mendous financial burden of state-run work
units. In order to reduce the increasing spend-
ing on the free health care system, in1993, GIS
and LIS were replaced by a pilot city-based so-
cial health insurance scheme that combines
so-cal l ed —soci al

sonal
ing this new health care insurance model,
however, proceeded slowly. By the end of 1997,
the experimental social health insurance pro-
gram covered only 9.7% of urban employees. In
many enterprises, in particular state-owned

Wothé€3, radicad kefor@ plans avéres notnegen for-
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mally initiated.

Second Wave of Market-Oriented Healthcare
Reform

The second wave of health care system
reform from 1997 to 2005 was widely regarded
as the full and radical implementation of the
reformed urban healthcare system to the na-
tionwide level. On January 1997, the Chinese
government issued a landmark guideline on
health care system reform. The basic (long-run)
objective of the guideline was to insure that
every Chinese would have access to a so-called
—basic health
tion,the strategy was to
mobilizing more peasants to participate and
gradually expanding its coverage. For urban
and township employees, government tried to
establish a Basic Medical Insurance System
(BMIS), which was supposed to be financed by
6% of the wage bill of employing units and 2%
of the personal wages in addition to government
contribution. According to the plan, all cities had
to set up their own contribution-based basic
health care insurance schemes by the end of
1999, and all employing units and employees
had to join the schemes. The key word in the
-Basic Medical Insurance Systemll
—basicl: healt h i
cost s, whil e
such as expensive diagnostic treatment and
medicines, have to be paid from out-of-pocket
personal funds.

The actual outcomes of this wave of reform,
as introduced in the beginning of this essay,
were frustrating. The public expressed their
discontents with unaffordable access and med-
ical impoverishment through numerous sharp
protests throughout the country, receiving fre-
guent media attention. Many average citizens,
even if being covered by the BMIS, received
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cause of the cost; in rural areas, that figure was
more than 73 percent.

Though Chinese government never officially
recognizes that the second wave of health sys-
tem reform failed, political leaders had actually
seek for a solution to build a new system. The
central government firstly asked 4 ministries to
propose their own initiatives, but they could
compromise with each other. In 2007, the gov-
ernment further invited 9 independent institutes
t o propose their 0 wWm-
cluding Peking University, Fudan University,
Development Research Center of the State
Council, World Bank, WHO, Mckinsey, Beijing
Normal University, Renmin University, and
Tsinghua University. These consulted experts,
along with other independent scholars, raised
various explanations of the failed health system
and different alternatives. In this short essay, we
could not dig too deep to the technical levels.
Rather, we would like to introduce their basic
ideas briefly.

Competing Explanations of the Failed Health
Reform

It is widely believed that those 9 independent
institutes actually can be divided into two basic
camps: the pro-state and the pro-market. For
t he -sdpatoel camp, it
neo-liberalism that caused the failed reform.
The health care reforms commencing from the
1980s were described as an attempts to reduce
the role of the state while expanding the func-
tions of the market. Although Chin a * s
from a centrally planned to a market-oriented
economy created unprecedented economic
growth, the same strategy produced dire out-
comes in health care delivery. As a result of
decentralization reform, hospitals were en-
couraged by local governments to transform
themselves from social welfare to
fee-for-service organizations, although they still
of ficially fell
uni tsll. The mnaamknerdializatian
of hospitals immediately resulted in provid-
er-induced over-consumption of health care
services, such as doctors unnecessarily pro-

viding more services and charging higher prices.
re-cedountnr t'hsei 1.

This —medical ar ms
not be solved unless the state plays formidable
roles in supervising hospitals. Things became
even worse during the mid-1990s, when those
essent i allil byer -wied of gronbmic
reforms were implanted into the medical care
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system. These efforts were portrayed as a
—Gr eat Reversall.

The policy they proposed is to demand the
state to take on greater responsibility as the
economic reform brings greater insecurity. For
them, the state's retreat from the economy
should not mean its retreat from the society.
Chinese health care system was transformed to
the model that had been abandoned in the
wake of foundation of socialist regime, that is, a

—Waestero model thdt pué prefarende over, indii

vidual, hospital, capital, and urban. Some even

suggested that the —r e a s 0 neanbel net sl |

ing the Mao era should be reintroduced and
improved.

The pro-market camp, however, disagreed to
blame the failure of the reforms to commercia-
lization, arguing that this understanding failed to
capture the compl exiti
pr ocess. l nstead, t he
healthcare system is under-marketization. For
example, some claimed that more private
supply should be encouraged, since the gov-
ernment program deals mainly with public
supply. Some others argued that relying solely
on public supply by local governments and
state-owned units could not lead to increase in

w supply butfareirrationdl eral wasteful health care
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delivery system.

In sum, the pro-state camp recommends that
(1) the public medical institute should play the

t r a doninatingaate in the reform; (2) public budget

should subsidize the supplier; (3) basic health
service should not be profit oriented. By con-
trary, the pro-market camp asks for that (1)
public budget should subsidize the demanders;
(2) buy medical service via health insurance; (3)
medical service should be competitive on the
market.

i-profit workk h Kespoadeed the Statecand Brief Asgess-

ment a n

In April 2009, the Chinese government an-
nounced i ts guideline
refor ml. The core goal

vide —universal
growing tax revenue generated by a thriving
economy, the central government increased its
health budget by 87 percent between 2006 and
2007 alone. This time, the government promis-

es to invest RMB850 billion ($124 billion) on
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healthcare from 2009 to 2011. One year later, a
number of new regulations and guidelines are in
place and local governments announced their
own reform initiatives too.

It is widely believed that the pro-state camp
wins the debate. The Chinese President prom-
i sed a —bnney ele in gublic bealth,
with a goal for everyone to enjoy basic health
care service to continuously improve their
health and wel/l
ment has committed to increasing government
funding for health care by as much as 1 tol.5
percent of its GDP (about $25-$38 billion) over
the next several years, directed to providing
universal basic health care. As a result of the
pouring money, the universal healthcare service
is almost accomplished. The basic medical in-
surance system has covered 1.23 billion people
by the end of 2009.

A close look at the guideline and related reg-
ulations, however, reveals that some sugges-
tions from the pro-market camp have been
adopted, too. As a framework for the reform, the
guideline focuses on near-future missions by

claiming to speed bont
struction of basi c
i nvestment to the publ

means both the demanders and suppliers are
subsidized.

In fact, whether the government should pro-
vide service or buy service (via insurance) is still
a debatable topic, which makes the pilot reform
of public hospital became the focal point. This
reform, however, has not made substantial
progresses so far. The guideline of this reform
did not release until February 2010 and only 8
cities publicized their concrete regulations by
November 2010. The reform of health care
system cannot be completed without a suc-
cessful transformation of public hospitals.

Current researches focus on how to tailor
correct policies. We do not dispute that policy
and system designs for healthcare are very
important, but the major challenge is not the
policy design but the low level of state capacity,
or the difficulties in policy implementation.
Scholars have been arguing that the Chinese
state at both central and local level had much
more difficulty in achieving its policy goals for
health reform than it might have expected. In
fact, various groups of vested interests have

bei nngll
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been jeopardizing the reform by using various
expedient manners to neutralize reform policies.
Therefore, on the one hand, we perhaps should
seek for a balance between the market and the
state; on the other hand, we should bring the
third nvisible handl
the explanation and function of health care
reform. For example, some argues that the lack
of government commitment is the primary rea-
son for the healthcare reform failure. This lack

.of commigmenE€ hoivever,9sea phgnoreeaan that

needs to be explained according to the socio-
logical perspective. We believe that sociologists
have a nature intellectual advantage and im-
agination to reveal the reason that the govern-
ment is unwilling or incapable of shouldering its
responsibilities in the health care sector by
looking at structural dimensions, distribution of
influential resources, policy-making processes,
and other sociopolitical factors. Moreover, since
we are confronting with problems of both market
failure and state failure, a new policy approach
of bringing societal forces, in particular
self-organized civil groups and independent
medias, might serve useful purposes to put both
government and hospitals under scrutiny of the

i ¢theynskodld ana they icam snakée thair tovenscdin-
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tributions to the health care reform.
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Research Institute, and School of Social Sciences
at National University of Mongolia.

Country profile of Mongolia

First of all, I would to like to introduce my
country to readers.

Mongolia is developing democratic country
with huge territory rich in natural resourses and
landlocked nation in central Asia, bordered by
Russia to the north and the People's Republic of
China to the south. In the 13th century, Mongo-
lia was the center of the Mongol Empire, the
largest empire in world history. After more than
a century of power, the Mongol Empire ended
and Mongolia fell back into a state of internal
struggle and feuds, which paved the way for the
Manchu conquest of Inner Mongolia in 1636
and the submission of Outer Mongolia in 1691.
Both Inner and Outer Mongolia declared inde-
pendence in 1911 after collapse of Manchu
Empire, but only Outer Mongolia succeeded. In
opposite to popular wrong understanding,
Mongolia never been under Chinese rule. Both
two nations were under Manchu empire for
more than 200 years and both regained inde-
pendence in the beginning of 20 century. For
long time two nations had not diplomatic rela-
tions, but after the establishment of the People's
Republic_of China, both countries recognized
each other on October 6th, 1949. Now, Inner
Mongolia, the largest part of Mongol Empire is
part of Peoples’s Republic of China and Buryad
Mongolia become part of Russian Federation.

Sociology in period of communism in Mon-
golia

Despite a sociological idea takes its origin far
from social, philosophical and religious thinking
of Mongolian people in ancient time, sociology
in its modern understanding started to develop
in late of 60s of 20™ century. During that time,
Mongolia has been under strong influence and
control of communist Soviet Union (USSR) not
just politically but spiritually. In 1960s, the Nikita
Khrushev the former Soviet leader's period of
liberalization of USSR, communist party bu-
reaucracy slowly started to allow to some
sciences including sociology declared false,
bourgeois, to develop in the country. In parallel
with this process, Soviet higher educational in-
stitutions began to open few sociological pro-
grams. Mongolia as pro-soviet country also al-
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lowed sociological existence in very restricted
level.

Than sociology considered by communist
nomenclature as not social science but just re-
search method. In this level, first sociological
research laboratory® was established in the mid
of 1970s at the National University of Mongolia
and its main research focuses were on student
socialization and education. Lately, at Academia
of Science of Mongolia were opened sociologi-
cal sector.”

But after ending of Khrushev liberalization,
with start of cold war and with leadership of
Leonid Brejnev, new communist party leader of
USSR, sociology was shutdown in Soviet Union
and in its pro-communist allies. ldeologically
motivated —Sci en tedafed by
Communist party leadership as only social
science of Marxism-Leninism. Fortunately, the
sociological sector at Academia of Science sur-
vived and continued to implement modest re-
search projects on socialist living style, disap-
pearance of differences between working and
herder social classes and leisure time of labor-
ers. In 1974, the first sociological book named
—Applied research
gyl has been published

Starting in the late 1980s, with M. Gorba-
chev s —P attem@stto revivi thelldis-
cipline were undertaken in the Soviet Union and
in other communist, procommunist countries,
including Mongolia. In 1990, at the Political In-
stitute (former Party high School) were estab-
lished Center of Sociology® and opened 2
year's sociological program. But after first
graduation, the program had been closed.

Sociological development in post commun-
ist period of Mongolia

With collapse of Communism in Mongolia,
traditional social sciences faced great changes.
Ideologically motivated false sciences like
scientific communism, Marxist Leninist historical
materialism were disappeared. In parallel with
this, new social sciences as sociology and po-

1 Among first sociologists were outstanding Mongolian sociol-
ogists as Dr Havkh.N, Dr Otgonnasan.B.

2 In this sector were working such Mongolian sociological clas-
sics as Dr Urtnasan.Ts, Dr Purev, Dr Dashdavaa and Dr Gund-
sambuu.

® Dr Bandangombo, who is outstanding Mongolian sociologist
was the founder and head of the center
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litical sciences were developing quickly.

In 1991, department of Sociology, the first
dedicated professional department were
opened at National University of Mongolia with
bachelor and Master programs.* Also, process
of privatization of socialist state property and
transition from planned economy to market one
allowed open few private higher educational
institutions with sociological profile.®

Also, the Mongolian Sociological Association®
was created in 1991 and after 2 years gained
International Sociological Association’s mem-
bership. But due to lack of funding, Mongolian
sociologists still can not attend in ISA con-
gresses.

Today, department of sociology of National
University of Mongolia is the only higher socio-
logical institution with Bachelor, Master and PhD
programs in sociology. With the establishment
of a formal social work program at NUM, the
department was reorganized in 2001 as De-
partment of Sociology and Social Work. Cur-
rently, the department has 13 full time faculty
members, three part time faculty (four of them
are with PhD degree), 21 PhD students, 13
master students in Sociology, 9 Master students
in Social Work and 98 Sociological, 115 Social
work undergraduate students. As of now the
Department has trained 301 bachelors in Soci-
ology, 116 bachelors in Social Work, 40 masters
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basing on and actualizing empirical researches
that brought social sciences to theoretical and
methodological lack. Coping with this, the de-
partment’s faculty members try to fill this gap by
writing theoretical monographs, books while
promoting both theoretical, empirical research
capacity building among students and practi-
tioners.

Also, department of sociology, NUM has im-
pement ed research
Opinionl in
anese newspaper
1992-1993. It was first sociological research
project in Mongolia done with western devel-
oped countries. The project focused on public
opinion about political system of the nation, its
leaders and future development of the country.
Also, Mongolian public perception on Japanese
people has been asked for first time.

In second time, the department had con-
ducted soci al r @anese taw- h
guage among Mongoliansl
Japanese Research Center in 1996. The re-
search revealed opinion of Mongolians toward
Japanese language learning intention. Accord-
ing to research finding, Japanese language was
one of favorite foreign languages among Mon-
golians specially among youth ones. They con-
sider Japanese language as better chance for
receiving a high competitive education in Japan.

project
coll aboration
—As ahi

—Mo
ts

in Sociology, 3 masters in Social work and 3
doctors (PhD). These numbers are significant

Last research proj ed-t
nion towards Japawasaemd i

for the country with 3 million population. The
Department is the comparatively oldest institu-
tion in the country that trains specialists in the
field of sociology and social work, and it colla-
borates with the government of Mongolia, aca-
demic organizations and NGOs very closely.

The department gives priority to institutiona-
lization of sociology by translating of European
and other western sociologist’s academic books,
textbooks and writing own sociological books in
Mongolian. After collapse of Marxist-Leninist
ideology and its strong censorship, Mongolian
social scientists widely avoided any theory by

* Dr Otgonnasan.B  was the first head of the department of
sociology at NUM.

® Dr Dashdavaa and Dr Zorigt were pioneers in promoting so-
ciology into private sector.

% First president of the MSA was Dr Tumurochir, who became
lately the speaker of Mongolian parliament.
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ducted in 2007 and funded by Japanese Em-
bassy in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. Main goals of
the research were to study public opinions of
Mongolia on Japanese language and culture
and current situation and future trends of rela-
tions between Japan and Mongolia. According
to this research, Mongolians think Japan as
second important economic and diplomatic ally
after USA. In view of Mongolians, Japan is the
country with advanced technology, developed
sciences, strong economy and sumo wrestling.
Most Mongolians believe that collaboration and
partnership between two countries have a good
perspective in the future.

" The research data was used in author's presentation in the 8"
East Asian Soci ol ogi s-Asias
Community in the age of
October 29-31, 2010.
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As readers see from above named facts,
compared with Germany, France, or the United
States, sociology in Mongolia is a very young
discipline. However, for comparatively short
time, sociology could become one of most in-
fluenced, recognized social sciences in Mongo-
lia. The research area of Mongolian sociologists
is enough wide and they mostly focus on tradi-
tional social problems as social differentiation,
stratification, poverty, alcohol addiction, internal
migration and educational issues. For last years,
Mongolian sociologists start to discover untradi-
tional for Mongolia new research areas like en-
vironmental, gender, anti-corruption and human
rights issues. Also, policy research becomes
one leading research forms for Mongolian soci-

ology.

But for Mongolian public, sociology still re-
mains as opinion polling. It was determined by
specifics of sociological development in 1990s.
Most sociologists were adhered to structural
functionalism (mostly because this concept was
close to Marxist sociological ideas), their nor-
mative prescriptivism, and almost exclusive re-
liance on opinion polls, shaped the public face
of post-communist sociology for years to come.
For the media and most non-social scientists,
"sociology" has become synonymous with opi-
nion polling.

However, Mongolian sociology slowly but
confidentially becomes real social science
which analyzes different social problems and
develops a social technologies for resolving
these issues for future development of Mongo-
lian society.
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