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(2) Migrants Residential Space Attain-
ment in Modern China: A General Ty-

pology

FE (WeiLl)

In the last 30 years, China has experi-
enced a massive migration from rural to urban
areas, which had a tremendous impact on the
urban development. Accordingly, the large scale
of population migration in the process of rapid
urbanization has become a main research focus
of Chinese Sociological academia. Since the na-
ture of urbanization is not only centered on the
change of migrants’ geography space, but also
reflected as the transformation of urban space in
the historical process, a methodological strategy
of space contextualization should be included to
the migration studies. Specifically, a social-spatial
perspective contributes to the sociological under-
standing of migrants’ residential practice in the
urbanization process.

By tracing an important time line, we at-
tempt to construct a typological model for migrants’
residential space attainment in the past 30 years.
Such a typological model is composed of the main
mode and the auxiliary mode. The main mode
includes three types: the ethnic enclaves, urban
village as transitional zone, and the marginaliza-
tion of residential space. The auxiliary mode falls
into four types: the dormitory labor regime, the
domestic helper, the normalization of residential
space, and the homelessness (Tablel) .

By introducing the methodological strat-
egy of space contextualization to this study, we
obtained 7 types of special living space in the city
that have been constructed by migrants since



#HE%2%Ra2Y—2F L NEWSLETTER ISSUE NO.11

1985. We incorporated the social change dimen-
sion and social dynamic dimension to explore so-

cial processes and mechanisms that affected mi-

grants’ living space attainment in the city.

Based on a theoretical explanation of all

these types, we outline several social processes
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and mechanisms for the migrants’ residential
space attainment in China’s urbanization process.
We argue that social patterns of the migrants’
residential space attainment are resulted from the
interaction of the social change factors and the

social dynamic factors.

Tablel. A General Typology of Migrants Residential Space Attainment : 1985-2015

Sub-variety

Contents

Ethnic Enclaves

- Among rural-to-urban migrants, migrant workers from the same
native place tend to concentrate in the same place. When this
concentration in the city is sufficiently dense, we may consider
that place an enclave. Such ethnic enclaves are expanding
rapidly in some metropolitan cities of China. The typical cases
are “Zhejiang Village”, “Henan Village”, “Xinjiang Village” where
migrants from the same native place settled down and formed
defensive communities. Extensive studies on these ethnic en-
claves have been conducted.

Urban Village as Transi-
tional Zone

- Suburban outskirts in metropolitan cities have been trans-
formed into poor living spaces for migrant workers. They func-
tion as places that provide cheap and familiar accommodation
space for low-end migrant workers and their family members.
Migrants with different origins swarm into the same Village and
live together with the native people.

The Marginalization of
Residential Space

- The expediting of the marketization of the housing estates has
brought up two problems. One is the supply shortage of afford-
able housing in suburban areas of the city; the other is the rising
rent price. As a result, the existing housing patterns for migrants
have changed. In order to save money, migrants increasingly
tend to join the group-oriented leasing or live in the basement.

Dormitory Labor Regime

- Accommodation provided by employers, including

the manufacturing industry, camp
(temporary housing at construction sites) in the architecture

industry, free food and accommodation in the service industry.

factory

dormitories in labor

Domestic Helper

- Domestic helpers including the housemaid, the home-nurse,
the baby sitter and the driver. They live in their employers’
houses, Demands for domestic helpers is increasing year by
year.

The Normalization of
Living Space

- With the expediting of the marketization of the housing estates,
few of the migrants with high income purchase the house and
settle down in the city.

Time
Mode ,
Period
1985-1995
Mainstream
Mode
1995-2005
2005-2015
1985-2015
. 1985-2015
Auxiliary
Mode
2005-2015
2005-2015

Homelessness/Hobos
and Urban Squatting

- Migrants who could not achieve accommodation through their
own efforts or seek help from the social support system tend to
become the urban homelessness.
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Table2. Social Processes and Mechanisms for Migrants’ Residential Space Attainment
Mode Sub-variety Social Change Factors Social Dynamic Factors
- Primary relationship functions as the
- Dominant industry niche primary resource for mobilization and
. - Functional position of the ethnic | integration of migrants.

Ethnic Enclaves . o . . - . .
group in the city's ecological sys- | - Social solidarity and social security
tem are developed in the defensive com-

munities.
- Urban sprawl - Migrant workers and native landlords
- Local people in the suburban | live in the same house. They share
areas change their livelihoods | similar rural culture and have intensive
Urban Village as Transi- | from farming to housing rental | interactions, which is helpful for the
tional Zone business. construction of “feel like home” .
- City authorities change the gov- | - The transitional zone functions as the
. ernance pattern in the city cen- | special space for the reconstruction of
Mainstream ters migrants’ identit
Mode : — 9 Y
- The cost of living and the aver-
age cost of the rent continue to
rise. Migrants request for lower rents and
- The living conditions of the indi- g g _
. . shorter commuting times.
vidual have become more disad- .
. . . - Even though more and more migrants
o vantageous in an atomized socie- 8 ) )
The Marginalization of N choose to live alone in an atomized
Residential Space Y . . society, they still maintain the relation-
- The commercial capital has de- . .
. L ship that has brought from the native
veloped the unconventional living lace
space in the city. place.
- City authorities request for a
sense of order conforming to the
urban aesthetics.
- The dormitory labor regime has led to
- China has become the world’s | the alienation of migrants to some ex-
manufacturing center. tent, but the relationship that migrants
. . - A structural demand of the labor | has brought from the native place still
Dormitory Labor Regime . . .
force to invest more energy in | functions.
manufacturing, construction, and | - The class identity has formed.
service industry has arisen. -The potential of group mobilization
has formed.
- The well-off family demands for
concierge service (domestic help,
- childcare, gardening and deco- . .
Auxiliary . g g - Domestic helpers could obtain fresh
rating) . .
Mode . . knowledge about the city through living
- Under the one-child policy, the ) .
. . . . ; . with their employers.
Domestic Helper (To live | practice of childcare in mid- . .
. . - Domestic Helpers who provide ser-
together with the employ- | dle-class family has changed. The | . . .
. vices in the same community are pos-
ers) demands for domestic helpers | .
. sible to band together to exchange
keep arising. . .
. information and share resources.
- The demands for caring the el-
derly, especially the home health
aids have been arisen in the aging
society.
The Normalization of Liv- | - The influence of the “blue | - Some of the migrants settled down in
ing Space stamped residence registration” | the city successfully.

10
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-Migrants engaged in a “citizenization”
process spontaneously which is not
dominated by the government.

policy;

- The influence of the “school dis-
trict houses” policy;

- The influence of the “mar-
ket-oriented urban house removal
setting and compensation” policy
-The expediting of the marketiza-
tion of the housing estates

- Homelessness as a free choice of a
lifestyle
- Occupying the share common areas

- The transfer system of rural
land-ownership
- The alienation of social assis-

Homelessness/Hobos and

Urban Squatting
tance system

as an expression of dissatisfaction with
inequality of the society.
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